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A comet speeds toward earth, a deadly, glowing orb that soon fills the sky and promises doom. But

mankind is too consumed with greed and violence to care. As luminous green trails of cosmic dust

and vapor stream across the heavens, blood flows beneath: nations wage all-out war, bitter strikes

erupt, and jealous lovers plot revenge and murder. The Earth slips past the comet by the narrowest

of margins, but all succumb to the gases in its tail. When mankind wakes up, everyone is completely

and profoundly different. In the Days of the Comet is H. G. Wells' classic tale of the last days of the

old Earth and the extraterrestrial change that becomes the salvation of the human race.
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I thought that I was familiar with most of Well's body of work, until I stumbled over this unique

novel.First of all, do not be put off by the first part of this book- it is intended to be depressing. It is

meant to paint the pettiness, ugliness, and just plain bloody-mindedness of human society in 1906.

It does this quite well for I almost set the book aside several times in disgust. It is all unpleasantness

after unpleasantness in the life of a working class young man (obviously modeled largely after the

author's youth.) Even the fact of the approach of the great comet is almost mentioned only in

passing as a minor occurrence.Then everything changes when the comet hits. Mankind is

transformed. That is to say that all of mankind is suddenly mentally and spiritually enlightened and

awakened. I've read nothing quite like it in literature. The first part of the book makes it jump out at

you all the more. All the meanness, pettiness, guile, and evil evaporate in the human species. The

story of how these enlightened men put an end to want, injustice, and war around the world is



breathtaking and inspirational. Wells attributes this to a chemical change in earth's atmosphere, but

there is a surprising amount of spirituality also incorporated (surprising for Wells.)All of this reminded

me of the change that is said to occur when a human soul leaves the material world and enters the

astral. All of the old heaviness and stupidity drop away. Only the highest of what it means to be

human remains- the old ego dies. Even in the story everyone speculated if perhaps they were not

dead and transported to a different world. Some even declared that this great Change was the

Second Advent.
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